liay 16, 1973

Dr. Je.ilew.iincham
dep:rtment of Genetics
The University of Leeds
Leeds L2 9JT

Dear John:

Your letter of lMay 2 inviting me tc attend a workshop on
"poaramutition" this coming JSeptember was nuch apprect ted. 1
wish that I might attend but already my commitments for the next
few months are so many ~nd so demandinrg that I dire not add to
them,

I am truly sorry not to attend as I recognize the degree to which
nany aspects of my reports are not coumprehended by nmany of those
working with my m:terials or with sinmil .r or related ones. vinch of
this is my fault. I stopped publisning detailed reports long ago
when I realized, and acutely, the extent of disirterest and luck of
confidence in the conclusions 1 was drawing from the studies. 4ith
the literature filled to the exh:ustion of all of us, I deciuved 1%
was useless to add weight to the biologist's wastebasket. Instend,
I decided to use the added time to enl :rge emperiments 2 thus
increase my comprehensions of the basic phenomena. The tiue h:s
come, however, when a more detniled exposition could be effective.
at least it would indicate the zuantity and ringe of the studies that
have contributed to summiry statements appeqring in mny reports.

I hnd hoped thit these summiry st temenus would suffice, 1t loast
for a time, but tney did not in most inet nces.

All of the above is not intended as a cc.plaint. Rather, it is to
let yo knowv why I stopped p blishing detailed accounts after 1953,
and also and purticularly because I wish you to know how much I
have apprecinted your car ful consider:tiors and yo.r thoughtful
comprehension of the subst:nce of these summiries. uch conmprehiersion
has been rare, indeed. It is understind:ble, however, as your
capacity to cumprehend and to integr:te 1is co:spicuously demonstr ted
in your antirrhinum studies. They are sharply focused, ckiarly
executed, and they come right to the point--no fuzziness!

411 good luck with the conference and thank you for inviting me,
Sincerely,

(3 plu—

Barbara ficClintock



